October 4, 2010

Fellow J109 Class Members,

As we stretch into fall, at least for those of us in the northeastern US the sailing season is beginning to wind down.  We have one more event on our calendar: the Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta, hosted by Storm Trysail Foundation and Larchmont Yacht Club. The J/109 Class is proud to be associated with this event and has been a regular participant for the last six years.  This is the largest “big boat” collegiate regatta in the country with something approaching 40 teams from all over the US. 

Looking back at the season, it’s great to know that when we gather together for championship regattas the racing is always close and everyone leaves feeling they got their money’s worth.  Bill Sweetser’s RUSH team had a terrific season winning the Mid-Atlantic Championship in April, the East Coast Championship and the East Coast Regatta Series Championship in September.  They were also named the Overall Winner of the Larchmont NOOD which entitles them to a spot in the Caribbean NOOD Championship in the BVI in November.  Good luck Team RUSH!

Ted and Judy Herlihy’s all amateur, “family and friends” team put on a terrific performance in Newport, RI in July to capture their second North American Championship in three years.  Don Fillipelli’s CAMINOS and Greg Ames’ & Steve Kenny’s GOSSIP kept them honest through a series of challenging races but in the end GUT FEELING came away with the perpetual trophy as well as a Rolex timepiece for their victory.  

Former class president Len Siegal won the 15 boat J/109 class in the 333 mile 2010 Chicago to Mackinac Island Race aboard LUCKIE DUBIE 2 followed by James Murray’s CALLISTO and Jack Dau & David Southwell’s MERENGUE.  Way to go guys!

109’s were also successful in major regattas racing in IRC divisions.  STORM and RUSH took the top two spots in their class at New York Yacht Club’s Annual Regatta in June.  In July at the inaugural IRC North American Championship, 109’s swept the top three spots in Division 5. STORM and RUSH went to the fifth tie breaker to determine a winner (STORM), and Bob Schwartz’ NORDLYS finished third.  At the IRC Long Island Sound championship, STORM once again won its class with Jack Forehand’s STRATEGERY placing third.

One of the most impressive performances of the season came from Tom Brott’s ELECTRA at the Rolex Big Boat Series in San Francisco.  Racing in his very first IRC event against some very tough competitors, Tom’s team won their division despite missing the first race due to a gear failure.  Pretty impressive to come back from a setback like that!  Tom certainly deserved the Rolex he won at the event for his team’s strong performance.  

Mike Sleightholme finished 10th in division in his Hong Kong registered APSARA in the 635-mile Newport to Bermuda Race.  Nice job Mike!

I’m sure I missed many other great performances by US-based 109 owners this year.  Please accept my apologies for not recognizing everyone.

While we had some great regattas, turnout at some events was lackluster no doubt reflecting the challenging economy.  Our fellow owners in the UK and Ireland didn’t seem to let the economy bother them.  CHRISTIE CANCER CARE owned by Tino Hyland and Nigel Biggs won the 15 boat J/109 Open Irish National Championship.  David McLeman’s OFFBEAT won the 34 boat J/109 Class in the Round the Island Race, a 50 mile course around the Isle of Wight.  Adam Wright and Martin Miller’s VELVET ELVIS absolutely dominated the 27 boat J/109 UK National Championship with a score line that included 6 firsts and a second to win by a remarkable 26 points over the second place boat—Matt Boyle’s SHIVA. It is clear that the UK and Ireland J/109 fleet is doing an incredible job generating interest among owners to come out to race.  Congratulations on your success!

I’d like to thank my fellow class officers Ric Campeau (Treasurer), Ed Dailey (Secretary) and Adrian Begley (Measurer) along with all the fleet captains for your hard work and support during the year. I’d also like to recognize and thank Jeff Johnstone for his ongoing support and contributions to the class.  I’d remind all of you that this group of officers has now been in office for three years when the normal term is two years.  Ed Dailey and I have actually been class officers for four years.  It is time for others to step up to lead the class during its next phase of growth.  I look forward to hearing from any and all of you interested in helping manage the class.

For those of you already looking ahead to next season, it is likely that we will hold the East Coast Championship at Storm Trysail’s Block Island Race Week.  This will be followed in September or October with the North American Championship in Annapolis.

Best regards,

Rick Lyall

J109 Class President

