Everyone should find the time to follow their dreams.  On September 22, 2007 Bob Riggle and I left Seattle for an indeterminate length of time to explore the wide world of wonders.  We felt we were almost ready.  In 18 months we had invested in on-line weather charts and communication, went to seminars of other world cruisers, got our shots, and jumped through all the hoops to obtain off-shore boat insurance.  We had been to Hawaii and back, twice, and spent considerable time researching marinas around the world.  Bob’s cousin, Dave, said that you will never be ready to leave you just have to do it…So we did.
The first leg of the voyage was spent testing out all the equipment we were not able to test before we left.  We had a new radar system, a new spinnaker pole, and never tried sending a sailmail.  The weather was gracious to cooperate and we sailed smoothly into San Francisco Bay.  One month later we were in San Diego and getting immersed in the festivities of the Baja HaHa.  It is a fun race with two stops in the Baja desert in small, isolated bays before ending in Cabo San Lucas.  Cabo was its own adventure and several days later we headed for the Gold Coast of Mexico.  All along the coast we had 0 - 8 knots of wind. This was good because the equator’s InterTropicial Convergence Zone ( ITCZ ) means we sail most of the Pacific with no wind.  We got to try all different configurations of wing-on-wing using the main, jib, and spinnaker to determine the best way to go straight down wind and what was best for nights.  The nighttime is not the time to be changing sails.  Remember to reef early and reef often.
Currently we are holed up in Huatulco at the southern tip of Mexico.  We have lots of homework to contemplate  before we move forward.  As we leave the fun part of our trip and enter the adventurous we have a new set of problems to tackle.  Bob recently is realizing that he needs to look at the weather in the Southern Hemisphere because it affects the swell in the Central Americas.  And that in turn affects where we anchor and which harbours we will attempt to navigate.  Who would have guessed that?  
My dad knows how much trouble I have had with story problems over the years so these are taking me many hours to contemplate.
 
#1  Gulf of Tehuantepec – The very large indent in the west coast across from the armpit of the Yucatan on the east coast.  When there is a high pressure area in the Gulf of Mexico the winds can become gale force in Tehuantepec.  Boats are blown way out to sea.  Most boats hug the coast (5-7 days) because they may have time to duck into a safe harbour but lots of the time the wind rises too quickly and you have to head out to sea anyways.  Worst time of the year is January to March.  We have looked long and hard and feel we should just go for it and cross as the crow flies (2 days).  Don Anderson, the weather guru, says now is as good of time as any to do this.  What would you do?
 
#2   When we get to El Salvador Bahia del Sol is a good first stop and you can enter the country.  Bad news is you need to give 24 hrs. notice so a pilot can come out to direct you past all the shoals, reefs, and rocks.  Very tricky and not for the novice.  Once inside you hope the winds do not rise because it gets rolly. If you want to go to the fuel dock you need another pilot.  No town, minimal services and no snorkeling.   Batrillas Marina in Bahia Jiquilisco (hee-kee-LEE-skoh) has all the same problems but if you stay at the marina the pilot will come get you for free.  It is an 8 mile ride in a very narrow channel in the wide open ocean which zigzags back and forth.  Once inside you are at the mercy of flies, mosquitoes, and howler monkeys (don’t wear earrings).  There are side trips you can take if you stay long enough.  Which one would you go to after 2-7 days at sea crossing the Tehuantepec?
 
#3  Leaving El Salvador the winds are at your back and the current is helping you along.  In the middle of Nicaragua and the upper north coast of Costa Rica the winds are coming off your bow and the very strong current is heading north.  The Papagallo winds are strong angry winds that scream north along the coast sometimes getting to gale force.  When the two currents meet, in a fury of confused seas, they merge and shoot out west.  Sometimes with the wind and current it is impossible to get east and you will have to travel for 7 more days before you can get to land.  Some cruisers avoid all this by hugging the coast but it is rugged with many rocks, reefs, and shoals…and you still have the Papagallo winds.  What would you do?
Next year will have its own set of problems to conquer and we are up to the task.  We don’t know where we will be for Christmas or New Years but we are confident that the future holds many wonders for us…and I hope it does for you too.
